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" .the more widely and perfectly the animals and p/antg are diversified for
d)ﬁerent habits of life, so will a greater number of individuals be capable of
there supporting themselves."” (Charles Darwin, 1859)

Using high genetic diversity can increase the reliability and stability of crop
performance. This approach is being trialled with winter wheat across 3 large
range of environments in the UK.
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The challenge

The benefits of using greater

* Higher frequencies of extreme genetic diversity in wheat
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Chickens and trees
Organic poultry production i




e alancing Productivity with
e L Environmental Protection
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Climate change and mounting concerns about €nergy supply have placed
new demands on agriculture. We need to develop new land-use systems that
can resolve the ‘food vs. fuel’ conflict, enhance biodiversity, sequester carbon
and are adaptable and robust to climate change. Agro-forestry - the
integration of trees into farming systems — has the potential to meet these
multiple demands, and our €co-agroforestry programme is leading the way in
Investigating this low-input, biodiverse approach to sustainable production.
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RESEARCH Crop height, yield and lodging in organic oats:
Looking at response to added fertility
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